
The Road Management Act

	at a glance for Utility and Public Transport Providers


The Road Management Act 2004 came into operation on 1 July 2004.  The Act was developed to provide a more efficient and safer Victorian road network, and is the result of extensive stakeholder and community consultation.
The Road Management Act is based on the following key principles:

· clear allocation of road asset ownership and management;
· established processes and accountabilities for policy decisions and performance standards;
· provision of operational powers to achieve targets and performance standards; and
· clarification of civil liability laws for the management of roads.

Effect on Utility and Public Transport Providers

The Road Management Act will affect Utility and Public Transport Providers in the following ways:

· Recognition of the legitimate use of road reserves for the provision of utility and public transport infrastructure and services.

· Enable improved planning, coordination and safety of works within road reserves.

· Establish principles for the management of works and infrastructure, including the efficient use of road authority, utility and public transport resources.

· Establish an Infrastructure Reference Panel to provide advice to the Government on coordinating the use of road reserves, including advice on the development of regulations and Codes of Practice.

· Require coordinating road authorities to respond to requests for works within road reserves within 20 days, unless varied by regulations.

· Require coordinating road authorities to notify utility and public transport providers of any road works that could affect utility and public transport infrastructure or service delivery.

· Enable the Minister to exempt major projects of State significance from the requirement to obtain road authority consent for utility or public transport infrastructure within road reserves.

· Provide for:
· utility and public transport providers being required to obtain the consent of the coordinating road authority for certain works impacting on roads and provide notification prior to installation of infrastructure unless exempted by regulations;

· regulations to define consent exemptions for classes of utility and public transport infrastructure works within road reserves that do not have a significant impact on road safety, traffic and other infrastructure;

· regulations to restrict powers of a coordinating road authority to impose certain consent conditions and set any fees for consent;

· a Code of Practice for coordination of infrastructure within road reserves;

· emergency utility and public transport works to be exempt from any consent requirements; and

· an amendment to the Road Safety Act 1986, and supported by regulations, to require any person who manages works on a road to have an approved traffic management plan and to use properly trained and qualified staff.
Requirements of Utility and Public Transport Providers

The Road Management Act sets down specific requirements for utility and public transport providers, including the following:

· Required to obtain consent from the coordinating road authority for works impacting on roads and provide notification of the installation of infrastructure, subject to exemptions in regulations. [NOTE: The consent provision is in addition to any requirements under planning and environmental legislation].

· Required to adequately reinstate roads after completion of repairs or new works.

· Required to notify road authorities following completion of works, subject to exemptions in regulations.

· Required to notify other works and infrastructure managers where they will be affected by the utility or public transport works.

· Required to consult with affected members of the community.

· To be responsible for the repair of road infrastructure damaged by failure of utility or public transport infrastructure.

· People who conduct works on a road will be required to have an appropriate traffic management plan and to use appropriately trained and qualified staff.

· Required to take reasonable measures to maintain utility and public transport infrastructure or works to a satisfactory standard.

More Information
This fact sheet has been prepared for individuals working in road reserves to provide a brief snapshot of a complicated, and important, piece of legislation.

Further information about the Road Management Act 2004, including a copy of the Act, regulations and Codes of Practice is available on the VicRoads website at www.vicroads.vic.gov.au
Alternatively, email: RMBresponses@roads.vic.gov.au, or write to: VicRoads Manager - Network Policy, VicRoads, 3 Prospect Hill Road, Camberwell VIC 3124.
