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BACKGROUND 
Road safety education during 
early childhood and the school 
years plays an important role in 
laying the foundations for safe 
road use throughout life.

Whether it’s supporting very 
young children by holding 
hands while crossing the road, 
educating primary school 
children on how to cycle and 
use buses safely, or providing 
adolescents with pre-licence 
education, the focus of 
road safety education is on 
developing practical knowledge, 
skills, behaviours and attitudes 
that increase the safety of 
children and adolescents within 
the road environment.

The delivery of road  
safety education in Victoria  
is coordinated by the  
Victorian Road Safety 
Education Reference Group 
(The Reference Group) 
comprising the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood 
Development (DEECD), 

Department of Justice (DoJ), 
Public Transport Victoria 
(PTV), Royal Automobile Club 
of Victoria (RACV), Transport 
Accident Commission (TAC), 
Victoria Police, and VicRoads 
(Chair). This collaborative 
approach across government 
and non-government agencies 
influences policy frameworks, 
shares knowledge and creates 
the teaching resources and 
momentum that helps to reduce 
the risk of road trauma to 
children and adolescents.

Road safety education is part 
of an integrated, safe system 
approach to road safety that 
is the basis of the Victorian 
road safety strategy. Road 
safety education in Victoria 
is recognised for its focus on 
evidence-based practice and 
a ‘strength based’ approach 
to early intervention and 
prevention. 

Road safety education during 
early childhood and the school 
years plays an important role  
in laying the foundations for  
safe road use throughout life.
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CHILDREN, 
ADOLESCENTS 
AND ROAD USE
Young children, from birth, 
are users of our roads. Every 
day they are out and about 
with their families as active 
community participants.

Road safety 
education in 
schools should 
use approaches 
based on sound 
educational practice 
with an emphasis 
on problem-solving 
and practical skills 
training. (OECD, 2004)

In the early years children 
need significant assistance 
from adults to manage the 
considerable risks associated 
with road use, because 
children’s vision, hearing, 
coordination and thinking are 
still developing until about  
10 or 11 years of age  
(Cross D, Hall M, Bell S, 2007). 
As they grow and develop, and 
with the help of adults, children 
become increasingly aware 
of how they can participate 
in their own safety and the 
safety of others in the road 
environment. 

As children get older, their 
transport options, as well  
as their exposure in the road 
environment increases. They 
become more independent  
as pedestrians, cyclists, public 
transport users, and drivers 
on our roads. With increased 
exposure comes increased 
risk of injury and death. Road 
safety education focuses on 
minimising that risk at each 
stage of a child’s interaction 
with the road environment. 

The evidence suggests that 
risk minimisation is best 
achieved through regular and 
consistent education that 
takes the child’s perspective 
into account. A hallmark of 
the Victorian approach to road 
safety education is its links to 
curriculum frameworks to help 
ensure regular and consistent 
delivery through early childhood 
and the school years.

Road safety 
education should 
be part of a national 
curriculum at 
all levels from 
preschool on, with 
regular planned 
and progressive 
high quality 
inputs to develop 
children’s skills, risk 
awareness, attitudes 
and knowledge. 
(OECD, 2004)

On average, thirty 0 to 18 year olds 
are killed and 622 are seriously 
injured on Victorian roads each year. 
VICROADS ROAD CRASH INFORMATION SYSTEM, 2008-2012 DATA
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EVIDENCE-BASED 
PRACTICE 

Evidence-based practice is 
at the heart of road safety 
education in Victoria.

Victoria has a long history 
of road safety research and 
evidence-based practice 
and road safety education is 
no exception. In developing 
its approach to road safety 
education, the Reference Group 
has used the best strategic 
advice available. Drawing 
on national and international 
research, the Reference Group 
has clearly defined who to 
target with what messages,  
and how best to ensure that 
those who need road safety 
education receive it at the 
appropriate time. 

There is no doubt that it 
is difficult to draw a direct 
relationship between road 
safety education in early 
childhood and school settings 
and a reduction in road trauma-
caused injury  
or death among children   
and young people from  
birth to 18 years. 

However, there are now a 
wide variety of studies that 
demonstrate that best practice 
road safety education can 
have a positive influence on the 
behaviour of children and young 
people in real traffic situations.

In 2009, a set of principles for 
school road safety education 
was developed on behalf of 
the Road Safety Education 
Reference Group Australasia for 
use nationally (refer to Appendix 
1). The 16 principles have been 
devised by education and 
road safety experts and are 
based on research to ensure 
content and delivery methods 
of road safety education are 
evidence-based. The principles 
are based on the Health 
Promoting Schools Framework, 
endorsed by the World Health 
Organization. 

In 2012, the Road Safety 
Education Reference Group 
Australasia commissioned the 
development of the National 
Practices for Early Childhood 
Road Safety Education (refer 
to Appendix 2). Aligned with 
The Early Years Learning 
Framework, and developed by 
early childhood education and 
road safety experts, the national 
practices guide early childhood 
educators and curriculum 
developers to develop, 
implement and evaluate 
evidence-based early childhood 
road safety education.

The Principles for School 
Road Safety Education and 
the National Practices for 
Early Childhood Road Safety 
Education have been adopted 
by the Victorian Road Safety 
Education Reference Group 
and underpin the priorities, 
goals and actions of this Plan.  

Evidence-based practice  
is at the heart of road safety 
education in Victoria. 
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There is a great deal of agreement in current road 
safety literature that children learn primarily by 
experience and their learning is enhanced by adult 
involvement, especially where such involvement 
encourages reflection by the child either through 
peer collaboration or adult guidance. 
(ELLIOTT, 2004)
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THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF 
PARENTS AND CARERS
Road safety education is 
about children, parents/
carers and educators working 
collaboratively to guide children 
and young people’s learning in 
being and becoming safe and 
independent road users.

We know children learn very 
early safe (or unsafe) road 
use behaviours from both 
parents and carers. Road 
safety research recognises 
the importance of providing 
parents (or other adults) with 
information and encouraging 
them to practise and model 
appropriate behaviours 
together with their children. 

Parents and carers who 
provide guidance and support 
to children and teenagers, 
and who model safe road 
use behaviour, make a 
significant contribution to 
the safety of young people 
in and around traffic. For this 
reason, it is imperative that 
there is collaboration between 
parents/carers, children and 
young people and the local 
community in supporting road 
safety education. 

The TAC, VicRoads and 
RACV have collaborated to 
develop a Parents and Road 
Safety Strategy. This long term 
strategy includes action plans 
for communicating with parents 
of children from birth to young 
adulthood. The first phase of 
implementation has begun and 
focuses on promoting the role 
of parents’ influence on their 
young drivers. 

Parents need to 
be involved more 
effectively in the 
delivery of road 
safety education 
both informally 
and formally. They 
must be informed 
in particular about 
the safety devices 
that can protect 
their children. 
(OECD, 2004)
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OUR PRIORITIES 
The Victorian Road 
Safety Education 
Reference Group 
has four priorities 
for the next three-
year strategy period, 
of 2014-2016. 

The priorities have been 
formulated from a whole-of-
government perspective and 
link to a range of policies and 
plans across government.  
This linked-up approach further 
strengthens the effectiveness 
of road safety education 
and recognises there are 
opportunities for expansion 
beyond traditional approaches.

On page 11 is a summary of 
the four priorities, what each 
priority is setting out to achieve 
(goal), and related policies. 
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PRIORITY GOAL POLICY LINKAGES

ROAD SAFETY CULTURE 
IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
SERVICES AND SCHOOLS 

To build a positive road 
safety culture within and 
around early childhood 
services and schools. 

 � National Early 
Childhood Development 
Strategy, Investing 
in the Early Years

 � National Quality 
Framework for 
Early Childhood 
Education and Care

 � The National Practices 
for Early Childhood 
Road Safety Education

 � AusVELS
 � The Principles 
for School Road 
Safety Education

THE ADOPTION OF 
EVIDENCE-BASED ROAD 
SAFETY EDUCATION 
IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
SERVICES AND SCHOOLS

To support the 
implementation of 
evidence-based road safety 
education in early childhood 
services and schools.

 � The National Practices 
for Early Childhood 
Road Safety Education

 � AusVELS
 � Melbourne Declaration 
on Educational Goals 
for Young Australians

 � The Principles 
for School Road 
Safety Education

 � DEECD Administrative 
Guidelines for Traffic 
Safety Education

 � Towards Victoria as a 
Learning Community

YOUNG DRIVERS AND 
THEIR PASSENGERS

To promote safer behaviour 
among young drivers 
and passengers.

 � Victoria’s Graduated 
Licensing System

 � DEECD Student 
Driving Guidelines

LEADERSHIP AND 
COORDINATION OF ROAD 
SAFETY EDUCATION 
IN VICTORIA 

To strengthen the 
effectiveness of road safety 
education in Victoria.

 � Victoria’s Road Safety 
Strategy 2013-2022

 � National Road Safety 
Strategy 2011-2020

LEADERSHIP AND 
COORDINATION  
OF ROAD SAFETY 
EDUCATION IN VICTORIA

11



ROAD SAFETY 
EDUCATION 
PRIORITIES

PRIORITY 1:
ROAD SAFETY 
CULTURE IN EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
SERVICES AND 
SCHOOLS

12

GOAL

To build a positive 
road safety 
culture within 
and around early 
childhood services 
and schools.

Creating a culture where 
road safety is a shared 
responsibility and an 
important community 
value, will contribute to 
the vision of the state’s 
road safety strategy. 

Early childhood settings 
and school communities 
play a vital part in helping 
to develop safe road use 
behaviours in children 
and young people and in 
influencing the habits of 
parents and carers. However, 
they can be even more 
powerful in their role if they 
are part of a collaborative 
approach that includes 
school administration 
and centre management, 
local government, 
community agencies 
and most importantly, 
parents and carers.

During the last action plan 
period, the Reference Group 
successfully advocated for 
road safety education to be 
included in early childhood 
learning frameworks 
and school curricula. The 
Reference Group recognises 
the importance of ensuring 
that educators have the 
resources, knowledge and 
support to implement road 
safety education in line with 
evidence-based practice. 
Therefore, providing quality 
professional development 
for educators is an important 
action within this Plan. 

Research shows that 
children learn in the context 
of their families and families 
are the primary influence 
on children’s learning and 
development. Victorian road 
safety education offers 
parents and carers support 
to develop safe road use 
behaviours in children from 
an early age, and to work in 
partnership with education 
settings throughout their 
child’s education.



Action Plan

ACTION
LEAD AND SUPPORT 
AGENCIES

BY WHEN IMPACT MEASURES

1. EMBEDDING ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION INTO POLICIES, CURRICULA AND LEARNING FRAMEWORKS

Promote model road safety and safe 
transport policies for early childhood 
services

VicRoads Oct  2014  � Policies launched and promoted to early 
childhood sector through VicRoads  
funded professional development and  
other avenues

Advocate for the value of early childhood 
road safety education by influencing  
early childhood policy at the state  
and national level

VicRoads (lead) Ongoing  � Inclusion of early childhood road safety 
education in state and national key 
policies, publications and resource 
materials

Update Traffic Safety Education  
entries within the School Policy  
and Advisory Guide

DEECD Ongoing  � Traffic Safety Education Guidelines 
incorporated into the School Policy  
and Advisory Guide
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Action Plan
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LEAD AND SUPPORT 
ACTION BY WHEN IMPACT MEASURES

AGENCIES

2. PROVIDING SUPPORT AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR EDUCATORS THROUGH EFFECTIVE DELIVERY MODELS

Support early childhood educators  
to deliver early childhood road safety  
education to children and their parents  
and carers 

VicRoads (lead)

TAC

DEECD

Ongoing  � Over 1,000 early childhood educators 
accessing  early childhood road safety 
education professional development  
each year 

 � 500 ThingleToodle education sessions 
delivered to early childhood services  
each year

Continue to implement professional 
development model that promotes and 

VicRoads Ongoing  � Over 50 professional development  
sessions delivered each year

supports the implementation of road safety 
education in early childhood services and to 
pre-service educators 

Continue to support professional 
development and provide policy guidance 
to support the implementation of good 

TAC (lead)

DEECD

Ongoing  � Number of schools implementing  
road safety education (to be confirmed)

practice road safety education in schools

Provide access to teachers in Victorian TAC (lead) Ongoing  � Web analytics
schools to the core primary school road 
safety education resource, Kids on the DEECD

Move

Provide access to teachers in Victorian TAC (lead) Ongoing  � Web analytics
schools to the core secondary school road 
safety education resource, Traffic Safety DEECD

Essentials

Provide Bike Ed Training for teachers  DEECD Ongoing  � Number of programs delivered
and other school-based deliverers  
and support personnel VicRoads  � Number of teachers  and community 

members trained

3. EDUCATING PARENTS AND CARERS

Seek opportunities to extend the reach TAC Dec 2015  � Number of TVCs aired
of ThingleToodle TVCs during children’s 
television times

Promote Lessons from the Road, an online 
resource developed to support parents of 
learner drivers

VicRoads Ongoing  � Increase in number of visitors to the  
Lessons from the Road section of  
the VicRoads website

Promote the role of parents’ influence on 
their young drivers

TAC Ongoing  � ‘Red line’ public education campaign 
targeting parents of new P drivers 

Provide road safety information for parents RACV Ongoing  � Number of resources distributed  
through the RACV Street Scene program to parents

Review and update child restraint education VicRoads Oct 2014  � Presentation materials updated
materials for culturally and linguistically 
diverse parents and carers in line with new 
child restraint best practice guidelines

RACV

TAC

 � Nino’s Child Restraint Challenge  
videos updated



PRIORITY 2: 
THE ADOPTION OF 
EVIDENCE-BASED 
ROAD SAFETY 
EDUCATION IN 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
SERVICES AND 
SCHOOLS 

GOAL
To support the 
implementation 
of evidence-
based road safety 
education in early 
childhood services 
and schools.

Based on the Strategic 
Review of Best Practice: Key 
Issues in the Delivery of TSE 
in Victoria (Elliot, 2004),  the 
Reference Group adopted 
a ‘core and enrichment’ 
approach to the development 
of resources, and has 
strategically targeted key 
developmental points in 
road safety behaviour in 
children.  The core program 
focuses on early childhood, 
Prep to Year 2 and Years 
5 to 6 in primary schools 
and Year 10 in secondary 
schools. The corresponding 
core resources, Starting 
Out Safely, Kids on the 
Move and Traffic Safety 
Essentials are regularly 
evaluated and revised. 

The Reference Group 
agencies continue to 
support the delivery of a 
wide range of ‘enrichment’ 
activities and programs, 
which complement and 
extend the learning from 
the core program.   

The Reference Group is 
committed to developing 
quality road safety education 
resources and embracing 
new technologies to support 
educators delivering road 
safety education to children 
from birth to 18 years, and 
their parents and carers. 
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Action Plan
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ACTION
LEAD AND SUPPORT 
AGENCIES

BY WHEN IMPACT MEASURES

1. UPDATING RESOURCES TO REFLECT CURRENT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENTS

Finalise and promote new national  
on-line early childhood road safety 
education resource 

VicRoads

DEECD

Sep 2014

Dec 2016

 � Resource available on-line

 � Video vignettes added to the website to 
illustrate what early childhood road safety 
education could look like in a range of 
settings around Australia

 � Number of visitors visiting the website

Ensure road safety education resources 
align with AusVELS or the Victorian 
Early Years Learning and Development 
Framework

Starting Out Safely

Kids on the Move

Traffic Safety Essentials

Keys Please

Bike Ed

Transmission

Street Scene

Fit to Drive

TAC

DEECD

VicRoads

RACV

July 2015  � Core and enrichment resources/programs 
demonstrate linkages to AusVELS or 
the Victorian Early Years Learning and 
Development Framework

2. DEVELOPING NEW RESOURCES

Develop a secondary school program 
underpinned by ticketing competence  
and confidence on public transport

PTV July 2015  � Number of schools participating  
in program

Consider the development of online 
activities to enrich Kids on the Move and 
Traffic Safety Essentials

TAC (lead)

DEECD

July 2015  � New on-line activities developed  
as identified



PRIORITY 3: 
YOUNG DRIVERS 
AND THEIR 
PASSENGERS

GOAL

To promote safer 
behaviour among 
young drivers and 
passengers.
Young people aged 18 
– 25 are significantly 
over-represented in 
crash statistics, and it is 
widely appreciated that 
inexperience, speed and 
alcohol are key contributors 
to these statistics. Young 
drivers are a key priority 
in Victoria’s Road Safety 
Strategy 2013-2022 and road 
safety education plays an 
important role in promoting 
safer driving practices to 
pre-learner and learner 
drivers prior to young people 
entering the Graduated 
Licensing System (GLS). 

An effective educational 
approach is primarily about 
giving young people the 
capability to make sensible 
decisions by weighing up 
the choices – whether as 
drivers or as passengers.  
Young people need to be 
empowered to identify 
and resist pressure from 
other people or from media 
messages, and understand 
that the right to own and 
drive a vehicle brings with 
it greater responsibility for 
themselves and others. 

It is important that road 
safety efforts and resources 
be directed to evidence-
based initiatives. There are 
several approaches which 
have intuitive appeal such 
as off-road driver training, 
one-off driver education 
courses and fear and shock 
tactics but have been shown 
by extensive local and 
international research to fail 
to provide safety benefits 
and in some cases have 
been shown to increase 
crash risk (RACV, 2011).

The Victorian Government 
has committed to extending 
the Fit to Drive program to 
be available in all secondary 
schools in Victoria (Victoria’s 
Road Safety Action Plan 
2013-2016). This evidence-
based program actively 
encourages and empowers 
young people as road users 
to look after themselves 
and their friends. 
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Action Plan

ACTION
LEAD AND SUPPORT 
AGENCIES

BY WHEN IMPACT MEASURES

1. STUDENT-CENTRED ACTIONS

Review and enhance Keys Please 
sessions focussing on young driver 
safety and the GLS 

VicRoads Ongoing  � Increased participation of secondary 
schools in the program

 � Number of students attending 
sessions

Extend the delivery of Fit to Drive TAC (lead)

DEECD

VicRoads

Ongoing  � Number of Fit to Drive programs 
delivered

 � Number of schools delivering  
Fit to Drive

Deliver presentations at Fit to Drive 
workshops with Year 11 students

Victoria Police Ongoing  � Number of Fit to Drive programs 
delivered

Support the delivery of Looking After 
Our Mates presentations to Year 12 
students

VicRoads

Victoria Police

TAC

Ongoing  � Number of presentations delivered

Produce and air Transmission 
road safety community service 
announcements designed by young 
people for young people

RACV Annually  � Number of road safety community 
service announcements aired

 � Number of competition submissions

2. SUPPORT ACTIONS

Review the DEECD Student Driving 
Guidelines

DEECD (lead)

TAC

RACV

VicRoads

June 2015  � Revised Student Driving Guidelines 
include updates of road regulations, 
including the GLS

LEADERSHIP AND COORDINATION OF ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION IN VICTORIA
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PRIORITY 4:
LEADERSHIP AND 
COORDINATION  
OF ROAD SAFETY 
EDUCATION IN 
VICTORIA 

GOAL

To strengthen the 
effectiveness of road 
safety education 
in Victoria.

The Victorian Road Safety 
Education Reference Group 
agencies play a critical role 
in leading the development 
and promotion of road 
safety education through 
a coordinated approach. 
By working together, the 
agencies can use their 
resources effectively and 
provide consistency and 
continuity for Victorian 
educators, children, students 
and families. The road safety 
education web portal, for 
example, provides links to 
the resources of all reference 
group agencies, providing 
a consistent experience 
for users and making it 
easier to locate Victorian 
road safety education 
resources, programs, 
research and information.  

VicRoads, TAC and DEECD will 
continue to lead key activities 
of the Road Safety Education 
Reference Group Australasia 
(RSERGA) during the next 
three years. The RSERGA is 
a nationally representative 
group of road safety education 
managers from road safety 
and education agencies in 
each Australian state and 
territory, and New Zealand. 

The RSERGA advocates 
for road safety education 
nationally, focusing 
on best practice and 
strategic planning. 
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Action Plan

ACTION
LEAD AND 
SUPPORT 
AGENCIES

BY WHEN IMPACT MEASURES

1. COMMUNICATING AND PROMOTING ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION KNOWLEDGE 

Enhance and promote Victorian  
road safety education website

VicRoads (lead)

TAC

DEECD

Ongoing  � Increase in number of visitors to  
the website

Explore opportunities to provide road 
safety professional learning to the 
early childhood and school sectors 

All March 2015  � An agreed approach to professional 
learning opportunities

Research, publish and deliver 
presentations at key conferences

All Ongoing  � Number of conference papers 
delivered

 � Number of articles published

Acknowledge good practice road 
safety education in school and early 
childhood settings through the Traffic 
Safety Education Awards Program 

All Annually  � Number of participants

 � Participant satisfaction

2. PROVIDING LEADERSHIP IN ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION 

Review Victoria’s Road Safety 
Education Action Plan 2014-2016 
each year to monitor progress 

VicRoads (lead)

All

Annually  � Plan reviewed annually

 � Plan meets performance objectives

Participate actively in the Road 
Safety Education Reference Group 
Australasia (RSERGA)

DEECD

RACV

TAC

VicRoads

Ongoing  � Initiatives led on behalf of the 
RSERGA – and outcomes of these 
initiatives

 � Participation in teleconferences, 
meetings and workshops

 � Number of RSERGA members 
attending the annual meeting and 
conference in Victoria 

Work collaboratively with other 
agencies developing and delivering 
active transport initiatives to ensure 
road safety is considered

All Ongoing  � Number of joint presentations

 � Representation on committees  
and advisory groups
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PRINCIPLES FOR 
SCHOOL ROAD 
SAFETY EDUCATION 

APPENDIX 1
OVERARCHING 
PRINCIPLE
1.	 Implement	evidence-

based	road	safety	
education	programs	
and	initiatives	in	
schools	and	include	
local	research	and	
current	legislation	
where	available.

CURRICULUM
2.	 Embed	road	safety	

education	programs	
within	a	curriculum	
framework	thereby	
providing	timely,	
developmentally	
appropriate	and	
ongoing	road	safety	
education	for	all	year	
levels.

3.	 School	management	
supports	teachers	to	
effectively	implement	
road	safety	education	
by	ensuring	access	to	
available	resources	
and	professional	
learning	opportunities.

4.	 Use	student-centred,	
interactive	strategies	
to	develop	students’	
utility	knowledge,	
skills,	attitudes,	
motivation	and	
behaviours	regarding	
road	safety.

5.	 Actively	engage	
students	in	developing	
skills	that	focus	
on	identifying	and	
responding	safely	to	
risk	situations.

6.	 Provide	information	
to	parents/carers	
that	will	encourage	
them	to	reinforce	and	
practise	road	safety	
skills	developed	in	the	
classroom,	in	the	real	
road	environment.

7.	 Encourage	students	to	
support	and	influence	
their	peers	positively	
as	a	way	of	improving	
road	safety	behaviour.

ETHOS AND 
ENVIRONMENT
8.	 Consult	the	wider	

school	community	
when	developing	
road	safety	guidelines	
and	policies	and	
then	disseminate	
this	information	to	
families	and	monitor	
implementation.

9.	 School	management	
actively	promotes	
road	safety	education	
by	supporting	staff	to	
plan	and	implement	
road	safety	education	
within	the	curriculum	
and	other	school	
programs	and	
initiatives.

10.	School	management	
actively	encourages	
staff	to	model	
appropriate	road	
safety	behaviour	and	
attitudes	consistent	
with	the	school’s	road	
safety	guidelines.

11.	Encourage	and	
promote	school-
community	
participation	in	school	
road	safety	programs.

12.	Review	and	update	
where	necessary,	
in	partnership	with	
external	authorities,	
the	school	road	
environment	to	
encourage	and	
support	parents	and	
carers	to	practise	
safer	road	safety	
skills.

PARENTS AND 
COMMUNITY 
13.	Provide	parents	

and	carers	with	
information	that	
will	assist	them	to	
reinforce	appropriate	
road	safety	messages	
and	skills	(including	
school	guidelines	and	
policies)	at	home.

14.	Provide	parents	and	
carers	with	practical,	
opportunistic	and	
planned,	on-road	
training	for	modelling	
of	appropriate	
behaviours	to	their	
children.

15.	Establish	and	
maintain	links	and	
involve	community	
agencies	and	local	
government	in	the	
delivery	of	road	
safety	messages	
that	complement	
and	support	existing	
school	road	safety	
programs.

16.	Engage,	train	and	
resource	school	
health	service	staff	
to	complement	and	
support	road	safety	
education	programs	
and	other	initiatives		
in	schools.
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APPENDIX 2
NATIONAL 
PRACTICES FOR 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
ROAD SAFETY 
EDUCATION

HOLISTIC APPROACHES
Recognise	that	children’s	
learning	is	integrated	
and	interconnected	
when	making	curriculum	
decisions	about	road	
safety	education.	

RESPONSIVENESS 
TO CHILDREN
Deliver	road	safety	
education	which	is	
responsive	to	individual	
children	and	extends	
children’s	strengths,	
knowledge	and	interests.	

LEARNING 
THROUGH PLAY
Through	play-
based	learning	seek	
opportunities	to	address	
road	safety	in	a	way	
that	expands	children’s	
thinking	and	encourages	
problem	solving.	

INTENTIONAL TEACHING
Engage	in	intentional	
teaching	which	extends	
and	expands	children’s	
learning	about		
road	safety.

LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENTS
Provide	opportunities		
in	the	learning	
environment,	including	
the	local	community,	
for	safe	and	meaningful	
interaction	with	children,	
parents	and	carers		
about	road	safety.	

CULTURAL COMPETENCE
Implement	road	safety	
education	that	is	culturally	
relevant	for	the	diversity	
of	children,	their	families	
and	the	community.

CONTINUITY OF 
LEARNING AND 
TRANSITIONS
Use	the	opportunity	of	
transitions,	in	active	
partnership	with	children,	
families	and	the	local	
community,	for	road	
safety	education.	

ASSESSMENT 
FOR LEARNING
Together	with	children	
and	families,	reflect	on	
each	child’s	learning	
and	application	of	road	
safety	to	plan	for	future	
learning.		
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